
Jacksonville Florida 
May 20 - 23, 2025

Early Registration
February 12th thru March 31st

ADA accommodations are available upon request.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
A Letter From Your NUSA President
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Board of Directors

Precious McKesson
President, 
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Program Development, Co-Chair
Awards, Resource Development
Omaha, Nebraska

Dwight Pridgeon
Vice President, 
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Resource Development, Chair
Program Development, Co-Chair
Public Affairs
Little Rock, Arkansas

Valorie Duvall
Secretary
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Awards, Public Affairs, Resource
Development
Lubbock, Texas

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Carrie Snyder
Assistant Secretary
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Membership, Awards, Public Affairs
Cuyahoga Falls, OH

Joyce Cox
Treasurer, Public Affairs, Chair
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Program Development,
Resource Development
Memphis, Tennessee

Keno Wong
Parliamentarian
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, Public Affairs, 
By-Laws & Rules
Nassau, Bahamas

Reba Taylor-Hill
Sergeant At Arms
3rd term, exp. 10/2027
Awards, Membership, Resource
Development
Indianapolis, Indiana

Paul Gambill
By-Laws & Rules, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, 
Resource Development
Erie, Pennsylvania

Orlando Robinson, Jr.
Membership
3rd term, exp. 10/2026
Awards Program, Resource
Development 
Midfield, Alabama

Debbie Lightbourn
Board Development
1st term, exp. 10/2025
Awards Program, By-Laws &
Rules
Nassau, Bahamas
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Henry Nickel
Awards Program
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Public Affairs, Program Development
San Bernardino, California

Board of Directors

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Charmaine Clark
Membership, Chair
3rd term, exp. 10/2026
Awards Program
Columbia, South Carolina

Dora Sims
Board Development, Chair
2nd term, exp. 10/2025
Board Development, By-Laws & Rules 
Birmingham, Alabama

Jeri Pryor
Administrative Assistant
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Tony Olden, Sr.
Board Development, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/2025
By-Laws & Rules, Program Development
Memphis, Tennessee

Rene Aguilera
Membership
1st term, exp. 10/27
Public Affairs, Program Development
Roseville, California

Robert Mike
Membership
1st term, exp. 10/27
Resource Development, By-Laws
& Rules
Syracuse, New York

Deanna O’Malley
Board Development 
1st term, exp. 10/27
Public Affairs, Program Development
Texarkana, Arkansas

Lindsey Pinkston
Awards Program, Chair
1st term, exp. 10/27
Board Development, Program
Development
Issaquah, Washington
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
Welcome From Mayor Deegan
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NUSA Jacksonville Conference Coordinator

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Thomas B. Waters, City of Jacksonville Neighborhoods
Department, Director

NUSAJAX2025@coj.net 
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Jacksonville, FL. NUSA Conference Committee

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Thomas B. Waters, City of Jacksonville Neighborhoods Department, Director
Schnell Chin-McCloud, Executive Administrative Assistant

Lisa Ransom, Neighborhood Services Office, Manager  
Rosemary Wesolowski, Neighborhood Services Coordinator
Michelle Godwin-Ware, Neighborhood Services Coordinator

Edwina Henry, Neighborhood Services Coordinator
Daniel Nasr, Finance, Manager  
Sandi Assidy, Finance Analyst

Jimmie Carter, Consumer Affairs, Manager 
Terrance Jones, Consumer Affairs, Investigator 

Travis Jeffrey, Housing and Community Development, Chief
Melissa Long, Environmental Quality, Chief

Thomas Register, Municipal Code Compliance, Chief
Randy Wishard, Mosquito Control, Chief

 

Thank you to each committee member for your incredible dedication, hard work,
and creativity in ensuring the vision came to fruition.

Alex Alston, City of Jacksonville Sports and Entertainment Department, Executive Director
Jennifer Malice-Kelly, Finance, Manager
Mercedes Parker, Executive Assistant 

Daryl Joseph, City of Jacksonville Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Department, Director
Kara Tucker, Disabled Services, Chief  

Garrett Callis, Parks Community Programs, Manager, 

Michael Corrigan, Visit Jacksonville, President
Jeanne Goldschmidt, Convention Sales, Director

Courtney Gumbinger, Destination Experiences, Director
Bob Doering, Senior National Accounts, Manager

Katie Mitura, Marketing Officer, Chief
Jorie Allinson, Destination Experience, Manager 

Jim Pritchard, Prime Osborn Convention Center, Director
Whiney Mayze, Sales, Manager 

Olivia Abromeit, ASM Global, Event Coordinator
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Keynote Speakers NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Mayor Donna Deegan, Mayor of Jacksonville Florida 

Booker T. Washington, Founder & CEO, Techie Homes, Inc. 

Jennifer Prophete, Director of The Hopeful Neighborhood Project

Jason Peoples, Executive Director of Jacksonville Arts & Music School 

The Hopeful Neighborhood Project is dedicated to helping everyday neighbors
pursue the common good, right where they live. Jennifer has spent 20 years
working in the fields of urban education, community development, and non-profit
leadership. As a native of rural Nebraska, she grew up with a strong sense of the
power of community. Her desire to live in community, no matter the neighborhood
context, has been a driving force in her life and work. 

Mayor Donna Deegan is the 45th mayor of the City of Jacksonville, Florida, and
the 9th mayor since the City’s consolidation in 1968. She is a fifth-generation
Jacksonville native who loves the city with all her heart. Mayor Deegan was an
award-winning local television news anchor who shared the stories of people
living in every corner of Jacksonville. A three-time breast cancer survivor, she
founded the DONNA Foundation and 26.2 with DONNA: The National Marathon to
Finish Breast Cancer to support families facing the disease and fund
groundbreaking research. As mayor, she is focused on infrastructure, public
health, and economic development to build a city that works for all of us.

Booker T. Washington, a visionary real estate developer and investor, boasts
exceptional leadership and creativity. With roots in Tuskegee, Alabama, and over
three decades in Atlanta, he draws inspiration from the Tuskegee Airmen's
legacy. Booker Founded historic South Park Cottages in 2021 and Techie Homes
Inc. in 2023. These companies, valued at $10 million in investments, are
renowned for their meticulous attention to detail and innovative construction
methods. Washington's corporate management background underscores his
profound understanding of the real estate industry, positioning him as a
trailblazer in metropolitan and urban development landscapes.

Jason Peoples is the Executive Director of the Jacksonville Arts & Music School.
With an impressive background as a decorated United States Army military veteran,
college graduate, artist, and former athlete, Mr. Peoples is the embodiment of a
Renaissance man. He is known for his ability to think creatively and analytically, to
think with, as he calls it, "B.I.G."—Bold Innovative Goals in mind.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Conference at A Glance
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Conference Events NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Jacksonville Jazz Festival Begins Friday Night
The Jacksonville Jazz Fest, a standout event since its
inception in 1981, is not just one of the largest free jazz fests
in the country, but also a unique celebration of music and
culture. This Memorial Day Weekend, from May 23rd-25th
2025, immerse yourself in the magic of jazz under the night
sky, with outstanding performers and a vibrant atmosphere.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and be part of this spectacular
event.
 

Opening Breakfast and Best Neighborhood
Awards
Rise and dine with us. We’d like to welcome you to the
wonderful City of Jacksonville. 

Neighborhood Pride Tour - Habijax NUSA House Build
Come prepared to have a great time while making a
difference by assisting with a Habitat build. No prior
construction experience is needed, just a great attitude
and the ability to follow instructions. Safety is our number
one priority. Jewelry, loose-fitting clothing, and items that
could contribute to an accident are discouraged. Wear
sturdy, close-toed shoes. Dress according to the weather,
such as sunscreen and a hat.

Neighborhood Pride Tour - Emerald Trail Walking Tour
and Explore Jax on your own
Enjoy a beautiful 1.3-mile walk along the first phase of
the Emerald Trail through the historic neighborhood of
LaVilla. When completed, this signature outdoor
destination will encompass more than 30 miles of trails,
greenways, and parks that encircle the urban core and
link at least 14 historic neighborhoods to downtown,
Hogans Creek, McCoys Creek, and the St. Johns River.

Thursday Night - Grand Bahamas Night in Jacksonville
Come mix and mingle while experiencing the sounds and
taste of the Caribbean during Jacksonville’s mini Junkanoo
celebration.  10



NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Tracks

Crime, Safety, Security & Re-entry in our Communities
In the City of Jacksonville, we understand that safety, security, and
reducing crime levels are essential to nurturing a safe living environment
for our residents. Workshops will focus on multiple initiatives, groups,
citizens, etc., enacted with the goal of fighting crime and/or maintaining
cities and youth safety.

A

B

C

D

E

Beautification, Neighborhood Revitalization & Preservation
Initiatives have been undertaken to beautify, revitalize & preserve
neighborhoods all over the United States. Thanks to these initiatives, we
are seeing many beautiful, clean, evolving and dynamic neighborhoods.
Workshops will focus on describing the beauty, revitalization & preservation
of one’s neighborhood(s), and highlight how these successes are
achievable.

Neighborhood Health & Lifestyles
Addressing neighborhoods essential needs regarding quality of life for all
neighbors. Highlighted topics will include accessibility for direct groups
including, but not limited to the workforce, veteran's services, mature,
accessibility, youth, and unhoused. Topics include food accessibility,
commerce, employment and housing needs.

Neighborhood Enhancement, Education & Technology
More communities use technology and data to keep their neighborhoods
informed and empowered. Workshops will include educational opportunities,
technology innovations, and connectivity empowerment.

Building & Developing Neighborhood Leadership & Skills for Success
Leading a neighborhood association requires skills in planning, advocacy,
facilitation, conflict resolution, event management and much more.
Workshops will focus on programs for leadership development, advocacy,
neighbor to neighbor based training, and ways that one can gain skills and
abilities to effectively lead.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Tracks

F

G

H

I

Highlighting Multicultural Communities, Celebrations & Creativity
Neighborhoods and communities often celebrate and empower others
while promoting culture, language, arts, and traditions. Workshops will
feature embracing multicultural celebrations and creative immersion
within neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Environment, Sustainability & Resiliency
Neighborhoods throughout the world are impacted by unforeseen
environmental disasters, natural hazards, and environmental
development challenges every day. Workshops will focus on the
importance of preparedness, protection, and resiliency to potential
challenges.

Foundations of Homeownership
Affordable housing is the foundation of healthy communities. This track
will focus on the affordable homeownership journey, which is the key to
affordable living and unlocking affordable housing options. The dynamic
from vacant to vibrant communities can be accomplished through
affordable housing. Additionally, homelessness, emergency shelters,
outreach to individuals who are homeless, and options to prevent
homelessness will be covered. 

NUSA Workshops
Learn more information about the NUSA organization. Attend workshops
on running for the NUSA Board, connecting via social media, or becoming
an affiliate member.

J
Non-Profits/Local Government/Local Neighborhoods 
This workshop will focus on the best practices in the city of Jacksonville.
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshops at a Glance
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshops at a Glance

14



NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshops at a Glance
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections 
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections

20



NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Workshop Selections



NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Neighborhood Tours & Events
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Neighborhood Tours & Events
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Registration 
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Registration 

Conference attire is business casual. Keep in mind that meeting rooms may be cool enough to warrant a light jacket
or sweater. For events outside, casual attire and comfortable shoes are suggested. 
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Fun Things to do in Jacksonville - Pre & Post Conference

Tuesday-Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Monday CLOSED
1st & 3rd Wed 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Museum
Nights 

829 Riverside Avenue
Jacksonville, Florida 32204

Monday CLOSED Tuesday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday NOON - 4PM

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

370 Zoo Parkway
Jacksonville, FL 32218

Daily Admission: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Last entry at 4:30 p.m.

Open daily excluding Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Friendship Fountain
1015 Museum Cir.,
Jacksonville, FL 32207
 
The fountain will be flowing from 8:00 am
to 10 pm daily

Light Showtimes are 7:00, 8:00 and 9:00
pm nightly.

1025 Museum Circle
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri., 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Tuesday CLOSED

https://themosh.org/visit/

The Jacksonville Jazz Festival is back for 
Memorial Day Weekend in 
Downtown Jacksonville, Florida 
May 22 – 25, 2025
Scan the QR Code for details
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https://goo.gl/maps/CnvyqWcuK9jQT7eeA
https://goo.gl/maps/CnvyqWcuK9jQT7eeA
https://www.jacksonvillezoo.org/plan-your-visit


HERE ARE OUR 19 EXPERIENCES YOU CAN’T LEAVE JACKSONVILLE WITHOUT TRYING:
1. Riding the St. Johns River Taxi and Tours - it’s not just for transportation, it’s the best and most affordable way
to book a tour to see Jacksonville from the water – and one of the prettiest ways too!

2. Visiting one of our museums. From the history of the beaches, to our city history, African-American history, to
ancient art, we have it all.

3. Following the Jax Ale Trail and have a beer at one of our hometown craft breweries.

4.Eating some Mayport Shrimp from one of our many local fish camps! They catch it off our coast in the historic
Mayport Village. Try it from Palms Fish Camp, Safe Harbor Seafood Market and Restaurant or Singleton's Seafood
Shack just to name a few.

5. Exploring Black Rock Beach or any one of our over 400 national, state and city
parks.

6. Eating a big breakfast – We love hometown favorites Maple Street Biscuit Company and Metro Diner, but there
are so many more AMAZING breakfast spots.

7. Enjoying the waves and learning to surf or paddleboard.

8. Watching the sunrise along our 22 miles of beaches. Boneyard Beach in Big Talbot Island is a must for the
perfect sunrise pic.

9. Touring our historic neighborhoods – Riverside, Avondale, San Marco, Springfield and Murray Hill.

10. Checking out the awesome public art scene – there are murals and sculptures everywhere you look in
Downtown Jax.

11. Visiting the iconic Friendship Fountain.

12. Getting your sweet on at Sweet Pete’s or Peterbrooke Chocolate.

13. Going for a sunset strolldown the RiverWalk in Downtown and spotting some dolphins and manatees.

14. Enjoying a cocktail at one of our rooftop bars overlooking the river or the ocean.

15. Visiting Congaree and Penn and taking a tour of the farm. Check their website for tour schedule.

16. Jacksonville and its surrounding areas boast world-class golf courses for every level of play in beautiful ocean-
side and riverfront settings.It's easy to golf here.

17. Catching a Sports Game - Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp, Jacksonville Icemen, Jacksonville Jaguars, Jacksonville
Axemen.

18. Visiting an Animal Attraction - The Jacksonville Zoo &Gardens andThe Catty Shack Ranch Wildlife Sanctuary.

19. Shopping local at Riverside Arts Market on Saturdays from10-3 p.m. or at one of themonthly Art Walksyou can
find throughout Jacksonville.
Your paragraph text

Visit Jacksonville Recommendations NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

Scan QR Code For Details  
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http://www.rivertaxiandtours.com/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/museums-history/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/jax-ale-trail/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/mayport-shrimp-trail/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/palms-fish-camp-restaurant/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/safe-harbor-seafood-market-and-restaurant-mayport/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/safe-harbor-seafood-market-and-restaurant-mayport/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/singletons-seafood-shack/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/singletons-seafood-shack/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/beaches-water/black-rock-beach/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/water-sports/surfing/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/parks/talbot-islands/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/neighborhoods/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/arts-culture/art-travel-guide/public-art/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/friendship-fountain/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/neighborhoods/downtown/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/blog/jacksonvilles-top-rooftop-bars/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/congaree-and-penn/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/golf/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-jumbo-shrimp/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-icemen/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-jaguars/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/sports/jacksonville-axemen/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/animal-attractions/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/things-to-do/outdoors/animal-attractions/jacksonville-zoo-and-gardens/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/catty-shack-ranch-wildlife-sanctuary/
https://www.visitjacksonville.com/directory/riverside-arts-market-ram/


The Prime F. Osborn III Convention Center

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
Jacksonville International Airport
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 www.weather-atlas.com

In May, the city fully embraces spring, with generally pleasant weather conditions, clear skies, and longer
days.

 
Temperature
May's arrival brings a slight change in high temperatures, adjusting from 80.1°F (26.7°C) in April to a still
moderately hot 85.5°F (29.7°C). During the nights in May, Jacksonville experiences a consistent average
temperature of 68°F (20°C).

Humidity
The average relative humidity in May in Jacksonville is 70%.

Rainfall
In May, rain falls for 12.9 days, accumulating 2.09" (53mm) of precipitation. Throughout the year, there are
172.6 rainfall days, accumulating 25.35" (644mm) of precipitation.

Ocean temperature
Jacksonville, Florida’s average water temperature in May is 74.8°F (23.8°C).

Sunshine
In May, the average sunshine is 10.7h.

UV index
The months with the highest UV index are May through August, with an average maximum UV index of 7.
Updated: Aug 30, 2024 Published by: Weather Atlas

Jacksonville Weather in May NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 
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Driving Instructions:
 
Jacksonville International Airport
2400 Yankee Clipper Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32218
 
Get on I-95 S from Dixie Clipper Dr and FL-102 E (8 minutes – 3.6 miles)
 
Follow I-95 S to US-23 S/W Union St. – Exit 353B from I-95S (10 minutes – 10.1 miles)
 
Take N. Jefferson St. to Water St. (5 minutes – 1.2 miles)
 
Arrive at your destination: Marriott Jacksonville – Downtown
                                      245 Water St., Jacksonville, FL 32202

Jacksonville International Airport to Downtown Marriot Hotel

Jacksonville International Airport to Home2Suites By Hilton Downtown

21 Minutes – 14.9 Miles via I-95 South

Driving Instructions:                                              22 Minutes – 15.3 Miles via I-95 South

Jacksonville International Airport
2400 Yankee Clipper Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32218

Get on I-95 S from Dixie Clipper Dr and FL-102 E (7 minutes – 3.6 miles)
 
Follow I-95 S to Forest St. – Exit 352-352A from I-95 S (11 minutes – 11.2 miles)
 
Continue on Forest St. to your destination (3 minutes – 0.5 miles)
 
Arrive at your destination: Home2 Suites by Hilton Jacksonville Downtown
                                      600 Park St., Jacksonville, FL 32204

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary 

32



MARRIOTT® JACKSONVILLE DOWNTOWN

245 Water Street,
Jacksonville, Florida, USA, 32202

Toll Free: +1-904-355-6664
Fax: +1 904-791-4806

Check-in 3 pm
Check-out 11 am

NUSA Conference Rate is $150 Per Night. 
Rate is good through May 24th.

Home2 Suites by Hilton Jacksonville Downtown

600 Park Street
 Jacksonville, Florida, 32204

1 904-650-4662
Check-in 3 pm

Check-out 11 am

NUSA Conference Rate is $144 Per Night.
Rate is good through May 6th.

NUSA JAX 2025 50th Anniversary Hotel Information

HOST Hotel

Secondary Overflow Hotel
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